
Morning Prayer Readings 

August 2 – 6, 2021 Year 1 Proper 13 
 

Monday August 2nd   

 

Please turn to page 702. We will say Psalm 80 together. 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

    shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
  

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

    stir up your strength and come to help us. 
  

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
  

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

    how long will you be angered 

    despite the prayers of your people? 
  

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

    you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
  

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

    and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
  

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

    you cast out the nations and planted it. 

  

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 

    it took root and filled the land. 
  

 



10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

    and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
  

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

    and its branches to the River. 
  

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 

    so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
  

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

    and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
  

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

behold and tend this vine; * 

    preserve what your right hand has planted. 
  

15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; * 

    at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 
  

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

    and son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
  

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

    give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
  

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The first lesson is from 2 Samuel 7:1-17 
 

7Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given 

him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the 

prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark 

of God stays in a tent.’ 3Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you 

have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 
 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and 

tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build 

me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 

been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have 

moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word 

with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a 

house of cedar?’ 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 

David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 

been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies 

from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name 

of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 

people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 

place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my 

people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. 

Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a 

house. 12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 

ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 

forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall 

build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 

kingdom for ever. 14I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to 

me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as 

mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings.  



15But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from 

Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16Your house and your 

kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be 

established for ever. 17In accordance with all these words and with all 

this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 86.  

We’ll say Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah together 

 

The second lesson is from Acts 18:1-11 
 

18After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he found a 

Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from 

Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to 

leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and, because he was of the same 

trade, he stayed with them, and they worked together—by trade they 

were tentmakers. 4Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue 

and would try to convince Jews and Greeks. 
 

5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was 

occupied with proclaiming the word, testifying to the Jews that the 

Messiah was Jesus. 6When they opposed and reviled him, in protest 

he shook the dust from his clothes and said to them, ‘Your blood be 

on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the 

Gentiles.’ 7Then he left the synagogue and went to the house of a 

man named Titius Justus, a worshipper of God; his house was next 

door to the synagogue. 8Crispus, the official of the synagogue, 

became a believer in the Lord, together with all his household; and 

many of the Corinthians who heard Paul became believers and were 

baptized.  

 



9One night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, but 

speak and do not be silent; 10for I am with you, and no one will lay a 

hand on you to harm you, for there are many in this city who are my 

people.’ 11He stayed there for a year and six months, teaching the 

word of God among them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please turn to page 94.  

We’ll say Canticle 19, The Song of the Redeemed together. 

 

The third lesson is from Mark 8:11-21 
 

11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, asking him for a 

sign from heaven, to test him. 12And he sighed deeply in his spirit and 

said, ‘Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no 

sign will be given to this generation.’ 13And he left them, and getting 

into the boat again, he went across to the other side. 
 

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had 

only one loaf with them in the boat. 15And he cautioned them, saying, 

‘Watch out—beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of 

Herod.’ 16They said to one another, ‘It is because we have no 

bread.’ 17And becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you 

talking about having no bread? Do you still not perceive or 

understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18Do you have eyes, and fail 

to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not 

remember? 19When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 

many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?’ They said to 

him, ‘Twelve.’ 20‘And the seven for the four thousand, how many 

baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?’ And they said to him, 

‘Seven.’ 21Then he said to them, ‘Do you not yet understand?’ 

 



The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your 

Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without 

your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday August 3rd  

 

Please turn to page 694. We will say Psalm 78:1-39 together. 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

    incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
  

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

    I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
 

3 That which we have heard and known, 

and what our forefathers have told us, * 

    we will not hide from their children. 
  

4 We will recount to generations to come 

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 

    and the wonderful works he has done. 
  

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 

and established a law for Israel, * 

    which he commanded them to teach their children; 
  

6 That the generations to come might know, 

and the children yet unborn; * 

    that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 
  

7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 

    and not forget the deeds of God, 

    but keep his commandments; 
  

8 And not be like their forefathers, 

a stubborn and rebellious generation, * 

    a generation whose heart was not steadfast, 

    and whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

  

 



9 The people of Ephraim, armed with the bow, * 

    turned back in the day of battle; 
  

10 They did not keep the covenant of God, * 

    and refused to walk in his law; 
  

11 They forgot what he had done, * 

    and the wonders he had shown them. 
  

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 

    in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
  

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

    he made the waters stand up like walls. 
 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 

    and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
  

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

    and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
  

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

    and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
  

17 But they went on sinning against him, * 

    rebelling in the desert against the Most High. 

  

18 They tested God in their hearts, * 

    demanding food for their craving. 
  

19 They railed against God and said, * 

    "Can God set a table in the wilderness? 
  

20 True, he struck the rock, the waters gushed out, and the 

                             gullies overflowed; * 

    but is he able to give bread 

    or to provide meat for his people?" 



 21 When the LORD heard this, he was full of wrath; * 

    a fire was kindled against Jacob, 

    and his anger mounted against Israel; 
  

22 For they had no faith in God, * 

    nor did they put their trust in his saving power. 
  

23 So he commanded the clouds above * 

    and opened the doors of heaven. 
  

24 He rained down manna upon them to eat * 

    and gave them grain from heaven. 
  

25 So mortals ate the bread of angels; * 

    he provided for them food enough. 
 

26 He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens * 

    and led out the south wind by his might. 
  

27 He rained down flesh upon them like dust * 

    and wingèd birds like the sand of the sea. 
  

28 He let it fall in the midst of their camp * 

    and round about their dwellings. 
  

29 So they ate and were well filled, * 

    for he gave them what they craved. 
  

30 But they did not stop their craving, * 

    though the food was still in their mouths. 
  

31 So God's anger mounted against them; * 

    he slew their strongest men 

    and laid low the youth of Israel. 
  

32 In spite of all this, they went on sinning * 

    and had no faith in his wonderful works. 



 33 So he brought their days to an end like a breath * 

    and their years in sudden terror. 
  

34 Whenever he slew them, they would seek him, * 

    and repent, and diligently search for God. 
  

35 They would remember that God was their rock, * 

    and the Most High God their redeemer. 
  

36 But they flattered him with their mouths * 

    and lied to him with their tongues. 
  

37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him, * 

    and they were not faithful to his covenant. 
 

38 But he was so merciful that he forgave their sins 

and did not destroy them; * 

    many times he held back his anger 

    and did not permit his wrath to be roused. 
  

39 For he remembered that they were but flesh, * 

    a breath that goes forth and does not return. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The first lesson is from 2 Samuel 7:18-29 
 

18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and said, ‘Who 

am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought me 

thus far? 19And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God; 

you have spoken also of your servant’s house for a great while to 

come. May this be instruction for the people, O Lord God! 20And 

what more can David say to you? For you know your servant, 

O Lord God! 21Because of your promise, and according to your own 

heart, you have wrought all this greatness, so that your servant may 

know it. 22Therefore you are great, O Lord God; for there is no one 

like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we 

have heard with our ears. 23Who is like your people, like Israel? Is 

there another nation on earth whose God went to redeem it as a 

people, and to make a name for himself, doing great and awesome 

things for them, by driving out before his people nations and their 

gods? 24And you established your people Israel for yourself to be 

your people for ever; and you, O Lord, became their God. 25And now, 

O Lord God, as for the word that you have spoken concerning your 

servant and concerning his house, confirm it for ever; do as you have 

promised. 26Thus your name will be magnified for ever in the saying, 

“The Lord of hosts is God over Israel”; and the house of your servant 

David will be established before you. 27For you, O Lord of hosts, the 

God of Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, “I 

will build you a house”; therefore your servant has found courage to 

pray this prayer to you. 28And now, O Lord God, you are God, and 

your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your 

servant; 29now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your 

servant, so that it may continue for ever before you; for you, 

O Lord God, have spoken, and with your blessing shall the house of 

your servant be blessed for ever.’ 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Please turn to page 90. 

We’ll say Canticle 13, A Song of Praise together 

 

 

The second lesson is from Acts 18:12-28 
 

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united 

attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal. 13They said, ‘This 

man is persuading people to worship God in ways that are contrary to 

the law.’ 14Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, ‘If 

it were a matter of crime or serious villainy, I would be justified in 

accepting the complaint of you Jews; 15but since it is a matter of 

questions about words and names and your own law, see to it 

yourselves; I do not wish to be a judge of these matters.’ 16And he 

dismissed them from the tribunal. 17Then all of them seized 

Sosthenes, the official of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the 

tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of these things. 
 

18 After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the 

believers and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. 

At Cenchreae he had his hair cut, for he was under a vow. 19When 

they reached Ephesus, he left them there, but first he himself went 

into the synagogue and had a discussion with the Jews. 20When they 

asked him to stay longer, he declined; 21but on taking leave of them, 

he said, ‘I will return to you, if God wills.’ Then he set sail from 

Ephesus. 
 

22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and 

greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch. 23After spending 

some time there he departed and went from place to place through the 

region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 
 

 

 

 

 



24 Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of 

Alexandria. He was an eloquent man, well-versed in the 

scriptures. 25He had been instructed in the Way of the Lord; and he 

spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the things 

concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26He 

began to speak boldly in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and 

Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained the Way of God 

to him more accurately. 27And when he wished to cross over to 

Achaia, the believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to 

welcome him. On his arrival he greatly helped those who through 

grace had become believers, 28for he powerfully refuted the Jews in 

public, showing by the scriptures that the Messiah is Jesus. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 93.  

We’ll say Canticle 18, A Song to the Lamb together 

 

 

The third lesson is from Mark 8:22-33 
 

22 They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him 

and begged him to touch him. 23He took the blind man by the hand 

and led him out of the village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes 

and laid his hands on him, he asked him, ‘Can you see 

anything?’ 24And the man looked up and said, ‘I can see people, but 

they look like trees, walking.’ 25Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes 

again; and he looked intently and his sight was restored, and he saw 

everything clearly. 26Then he sent him away to his home, saying, ‘Do 

not even go into the village.’ 
 

 

 



27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 

Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say 

that I am?’ 28And they answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, 

Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ 29He asked them, ‘But 

who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the 

Messiah.’ 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 

great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 

the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all 

this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 

said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 

divine things but on human things.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your 

Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without 

your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday August 4th  

 

Please turn to page 771. We will say Psalm 119:97-120 together. 

 

97 Oh, how I love your law! * 

    all the day long it is in my mind. 
  

98   Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, * 

    and it is always with me. 
  

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, * 

    for your decrees are my study. 
  

100 I am wiser than the elders, * 

    because I observe your commandments. 
  

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, * 

    that I may keep your word. 
  

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, * 

    because you yourself have taught me. 
  

103 How sweet are your words to my taste! * 

    they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 
 

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; * 

    therefore I hate every lying way. 
 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 

    and a light upon my path. 
  

106 I have sworn and am determined * 

    to keep your righteous judgments. 
  

 

 



107 I am deeply troubled; * 

    preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 
  

108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 

    and teach me your judgments. 
  

109 My life is always in my hand, * 

    yet I do not forget your law. 
  

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 

    but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
  

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 

    truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
  

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 

    for ever and to the end. 
  

113 I hate those who have a divided heart, * 

    but your law do I love. 
 

114 You are my refuge and shield; * 

    my hope is in your word. 
  

115 Away from me, you wicked! * 

    I will keep the commandments of my God. 
  

116 Sustain me according to your promise, that I may live, * 

    and let me not be disappointed in my hope. 
  

117 Hold me up, and I shall be safe, * 

    and my delight shall be ever in your statutes. 
  

 

 

 

 



118 You spurn all who stray from your statutes; * 

    their deceitfulness is in vain. 
  

119 In your sight all the wicked of the earth are but dross; * 

    therefore I love your decrees. 
  

 

120 My flesh trembles with dread of you; * 

    I am afraid of your judgments. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

The first lesson is from 2 Samuel 9:1-13 
 

1David asked, ‘Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul to whom 

I may show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?’ 2Now there was a servant 

of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and he was summoned to 

David. The king said to him, ‘Are you Ziba?’ And he said, ‘At your 

service!’ 3The king said, ‘Is there anyone remaining of the house of 

Saul to whom I may show the kindness of God?’ Ziba said to the 

king, ‘There remains a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his 

feet.’ 4The king said to him, ‘Where is he?’ Ziba said to the king, ‘He 

is in the house of Machir son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.’ 5Then King 

David sent and brought him from the house of Machir son of 

Ammiel, at Lo-debar. 6Mephibosheth son of Jonathan son of Saul 

came to David, and fell on his face and did obeisance. David said, 

‘Mephibosheth!’ He answered, ‘I am your servant.’ 7David said to 

him, ‘Do not be afraid, for I will show you kindness for the sake of 

your father Jonathan; I will restore to you all the land of your 

grandfather Saul, and you yourself shall eat at my table always.’ 8He 

did obeisance and said, ‘What is your servant, that you should look 

upon a dead dog such as I am?’ 
 



9 Then the king summoned Saul’s servant Ziba, and said to him, ‘All 

that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your 

master’s grandson. 10You and your sons and your servants shall till 

the land for him, and shall bring in the produce, so that your master’s 

grandson may have food to eat; but your master’s grandson 

Mephibosheth shall always eat at my table.’ Now Ziba had fifteen 

sons and twenty servants. 11Then Ziba said to the king, ‘According to 

all that my lord the king commands his servant, so your servant will 

do.’ Mephibosheth ate at David’s table, like one of the king’s 

sons. 12Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica. And 

all who lived in Ziba’s house became 

Mephibosheth’s servants. 13Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he 

always ate at the king’s table. Now he was lame in both his feet. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 87.  

We’ll say Canticle 11, The Third Song of Isaiah together 

 

The second lesson is from Acts 19:1-10 
 

19While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland 

regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He 

said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a 

Holy Spirit.’ 3Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ 

They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 4Paul said, ‘John baptized with 

the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one 

who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ 5On hearing this, they 

were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his 

hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied— 7altogether there were about twelve of 

them. 
 



8 He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, 

and argued persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9When some 

stubbornly refused to believe and spoke evil of the Way before the 

congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with him, and argued 

daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10This continued for two years, 

so that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the 

word of the Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please turn to page 92.  

We’ll say Canticle16, The Song of Zechariah together 

 

The third lesson is from Mark 8:34-9:1 
 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any 

want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 

the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the 

whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 

return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 

Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 

with the holy angels.’  
 

9 1And he said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death until they see that the kingdom of God has 

come with power.’ 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



The Collect of the Day 

 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your 

Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without 

your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday August 5th   

 

Please turn to page 801. We will say Psalm 145 together. 

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 

    and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
  

2 Every day will I bless you * 

    and praise your Name for ever and ever. 
  

3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

    there is no end to his greatness. 
  

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 

    and shall declare your power. 
  

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 

    and all your marvelous works. 
  

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 

    and I will tell of your greatness. 
  

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 

    they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 

    slow to anger and of great kindness. 
  

9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 

    and his compassion is over all his works. 
  

10 All your works praise you, O LORD, * 

    and your faithful servants bless you. 
  

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 

    and speak of your power; 
  



12 That the peoples may know of your power * 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
  

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 

    your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
  

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words * 

    and merciful in all his deeds. 
  

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 

    he lifts up those who are bowed down. 
  

16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, * 

    and you give them their food in due season. 
  

17 You open wide your hand * 

    and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
  

18 The LORD is righteous in all his ways * 

    and loving in all his works. 
  

19 The LORD is near to those who call upon him, * 

    to all who call upon him faithfully. 

  

20 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; * 

    he hears their cry and helps them. 
  

21 The LORD preserves all those who love him, * 

    but he destroys all the wicked. 
 

22 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; * 

    let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 



The first lesson is from 2 Samuel 11:1-27 
 

1In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David 

sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the 

Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 
 

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch 

and was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw 

from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very 

beautiful. 3David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was 

reported, ‘This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite.’ 4So David sent messengers to fetch her, and she came to him, 

and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) 

Then she returned to her house. 5The woman conceived; and she sent 

and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’ 
 

6 So David sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite.’ And Joab 

sent Uriah to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked how 

Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. 8Then David 

said to Uriah, ‘Go down to your house, and wash your feet.’ Uriah 

went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from 

the king. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all 

the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10When 

they told David, ‘Uriah did not go down to his house’, David said to 

Uriah, ‘You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go 

down to your house?’ 11Uriah said to David, ‘The ark and Israel and 

Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord 

are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and 

to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, 

I will not do such a thing.’ 12Then David said to Uriah, ‘Remain here 

today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.’ So Uriah remained in 

Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 13David invited him to eat and 

drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he 

went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did 

not go down to his house. 
 



14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand 

of Uriah. 15In the letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the 

hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be 

struck down and die.’ 16As Joab was besieging the city, he assigned 

Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant warriors. 17The 

men of the city came out and fought with Joab; and some of the 

servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite was killed 

as well. 18Then Joab sent and told David all the news about the 

fighting; 19and he instructed the messenger, ‘When you have finished 

telling the king all the news about the fighting, 20then, if the king’s 

anger rises, and if he says to you, “Why did you go so near the city to 

fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21Who 

killed Abimelech son of Jerubbaal? Did not a woman throw an upper 

millstone on him from the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did 

you go so near the wall?” then you shall say, “Your servant Uriah the 

Hittite is dead too.” ’ 
 

22 So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had 

sent him to tell. 23The messenger said to David, ‘The men gained an 

advantage over us, and came out against us in the field; but we drove 

them back to the entrance of the gate. 24Then the archers shot at your 

servants from the wall; some of the king’s servants are dead; and 

your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ 25David said to the 

messenger, ‘Thus you shall say to Joab, “Do not let this matter 

trouble you, for the sword devours now one and now another; press 

your attack on the city, and overthrow it.” And encourage him.’ 
 

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made 

lamentation for him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent and 

brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a 

son. 

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Please turn to page 85.  

We’ll say Canticle 8, The Song of Moses together 

 

 

The second lesson is from Acts 19:11-20 
 

11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12so that when the 

handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were brought to the 

sick, their diseases left them, and the evil spirits came out of 

them. 13Then some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of 

the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, ‘I adjure you 

by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.’ 14Seven sons of a Jewish high 

priest named Sceva were doing this. 15But the evil spirit said to them 

in reply, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?’ 16Then 

the man with the evil spirit leapt on them, mastered them all, and so 

overpowered them that they fled out of the house naked and 

wounded. 17When this became known to all residents of Ephesus, 

both Jews and Greeks, everyone was awestruck; and the name of the 

Lord Jesus was praised. 18Also many of those who became believers 

confessed and disclosed their practices. 19A number of those who 

practised magic collected their books and burned them publicly; 

when the value of these books was calculated, it was found to come 

to fifty thousand silver coins. 20So the word of the Lord grew 

mightily and prevailed. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please turn to page 94.  

We’ll say Canticle 20, Glory to God together 

 

 

 



The third lesson is from Mark 9:2-13 
 

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 

led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 

transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, 

such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to 

them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter 

said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6He did 

not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is 

my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 8Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no 

one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen 

from the dead. 10So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning 

what this rising from the dead could mean. 11Then they asked him, 

‘Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?’ 12He said to 

them, ‘Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things. How then is 

it written about the Son of Man, that he is to go through many 

sufferings and be treated with contempt? 13But I tell you that Elijah 

has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written 

about him.’ 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your 

Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without 

your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



Friday August 6th   

 

Please turn to page 712. We will say Psalm 88 together. 

1 O LORD, my God, my Savior, * 

    by day and night I cry to you. 
  

2 Let my prayer enter into your presence; * 

    incline your ear to my lamentation. 
  

3 For I am full of trouble; * 

    my life is at the brink of the grave. 
  

4 I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; * 

    I have become like one who has no strength; 
  

5 Lost among the dead, * 

    like the slain who lie in the grave, 
  

6 Whom you remember no more, * 

    for they are cut off from your hand. 
  

7 You have laid me in the depths of the Pit, * 

    in dark places, and in the abyss. 
  

8 Your anger weighs upon me heavily, * 

    and all your great waves overwhelm me. 
  

9 You have put my friends far from me; 

you have made me to be abhorred by them; * 

    I am in prison and cannot get free. 
  

10 My sight has failed me because of trouble; * 

    LORD, I have called upon you daily; 

    I have stretched out my hands to you. 

  

 



11 Do you work wonders for the dead? * 

    will those who have died stand up and give you thanks? 
  

12 Will your loving-kindness be declared in the grave? * 

    your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 
 

13 Will your wonders be known in the dark? * 

    or your righteousness in the country where all 

                             is forgotten? 
  

14 But as for me, O LORD, I cry to you for help; * 

    in the morning my prayer comes before you. 
  

15 LORD, why have you rejected me? * 

    why have you hidden your face from me? 
  

16 Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at the 

                             point of death; * 

    I have borne your terrors with a troubled mind. 
  

17 Your blazing anger has swept over me; * 

    your terrors have destroyed me; 
  

18 They surround me all day long like a flood; * 

    they encompass me on every side. 
  

19 My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me, * 

    and darkness is my only companion. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



The first lesson is from 2 Samuel 12:1-14 
 

1and the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, 

‘There were two men in a certain city, one rich and the other 

poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor 

man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He 

brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used 

to eat of his meagre fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his 

bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveller 

to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd 

to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the 

poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to 

him.’ 5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He 

said to Nathan, ‘As the Lord lives, the man who has done this 

deserves to die; 6he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did 

this thing, and because he had no pity.’ 
 

7 Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the 

God of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from 

the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s house, and your master’s 

wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of 

Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added as much 

more. 9Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is 

evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 

sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him 

with the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have 

taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus says 

the Lord: I will raise up trouble against you from within your own 

house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give them to 

your neighbour, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this 

very sun.  

 

 



12For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and 

before the sun.’ 13David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against 

the Lord.’ Nathan said to David, ‘Now the Lord has put away your 

sin; you shall not die. 14Nevertheless, because by this deed you have 

utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is born to you shall die.’ 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please turn to page 86.  

We’ll say Canticle 10, The Second Song of Isaiah together 

 

 

The second lesson is from Acts 19:21-41 
 

21 Now after these things had been accomplished, Paul resolved in the 

Spirit to go through Macedonia and Achaia, and then to go on to 

Jerusalem. He said, ‘After I have gone there, I must also see 

Rome.’ 22So he sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to 

Macedonia, while he himself stayed for some time longer in Asia. 
 

23 About that time no little disturbance broke out concerning the 

Way. 24A man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver 

shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the artisans. 25These 

he gathered together, with the workers of the same trade, and said, 

‘Men, you know that we get our wealth from this business. 26You 

also see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost the whole of 

Asia this Paul has persuaded and drawn away a considerable number 

of people by saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 27And 

there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into 

disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be 

scorned, and she will be deprived of her majesty that brought all Asia 

and the world to worship her.’ 
 



28 When they heard this, they were enraged and shouted, ‘Great is 

Artemis of the Ephesians!’ 29The city was filled with the confusion; 

and people rushed together to the theatre, dragging with them Gaius 

and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s travelling-

companions. 30Paul wished to go into the crowd, but the disciples 

would not let him; 31even some officials of the province of Asia, who 

were friendly to him, sent him a message urging him not to venture 

into the theatre. 32Meanwhile, some were shouting one thing, some 

another; for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not 

know why they had come together. 33Some of the crowd gave 

instructions to Alexander, whom the Jews had pushed forward. And 

Alexander motioned for silence and tried to make a defence before 

the people. 34But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about 

two hours all of them shouted in unison, ‘Great is Artemis of the 

Ephesians!’ 35But when the town clerk had quietened the crowd, he 

said, ‘Citizens of Ephesus, who is there that does not know that the 

city of the Ephesians is the temple-keeper of the great Artemis and of 

the statue that fell from heaven? 36Since these things cannot be 

denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 37You have 

brought these men here who are neither temple-robbers nor 

blasphemers of our goddess. 38If therefore Demetrius and the artisans 

with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are open, and 

there are proconsuls; let them bring charges there against one 

another. 39If there is anything further you want to know, it must be 

settled in the regular assembly. 40For we are in danger of being 

charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to 

justify this commotion.’ 41When he had said this, he dismissed the 

assembly. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Please turn to page 93.  

We’ll say Canticle 18, A Song to the Lamb together 

 

The third lesson is from Mark 9:14-29 
 

14 When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around 

them, and some scribes arguing with them. 15When the whole crowd 

saw him, they were immediately overcome with awe, and they ran 

forward to greet him. 16He asked them, ‘What are you arguing about 

with them?’ 17Someone from the crowd answered him, ‘Teacher, I 

brought you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to 

speak; 18and whenever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he 

foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your 

disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.’ 19He answered them, 

‘You faithless generation, how much longer must I be among you? 

How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him to me.’ 20And 

they brought the boy to him. When the spirit saw him, immediately it 

threw the boy into convulsions, and he fell on the ground and rolled 

about, foaming at the mouth. 21Jesus asked the father, ‘How long has 

this been happening to him?’ And he said, ‘From childhood. 22It has 

often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if 

you are able to do anything, have pity on us and help us.’ 23Jesus said 

to him, ‘If you are able!—All things can be done for the one who 

believes.’ 24Immediately the father of the child cried out, ‘I believe; 

help my unbelief!’ 25When Jesus saw that a crowd came running 

together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, ‘You spirit that 

keep this boy from speaking and hearing, I command you, come out 

of him, and never enter him again!’ 26After crying out and convulsing 

him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most 

of them said, ‘He is dead.’ 27But Jesus took him by the hand and 

lifted him up, and he was able to stand. 28When he had entered the 

house, his disciples asked him privately, ‘Why could we not cast it 

out?’ 29He said to them, ‘This kind can come out only through 

prayer.’ 



 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your 

Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without 

your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


