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Please turn to page 614. We’ll say Psalm 25 together.  

25    Ad te, Domine, levavi 
 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
   my God, I put my trust in you; * 
     let me not be humiliated, 
     nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
     let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
     and teach me your paths. 
 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
     for you are the God of my salvation; 
     in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
     for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
     remember me according to your love 
     and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
     therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
     and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 



9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
     to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 
10 For your Name's sake, O Lord, * 
       forgive my sin, for it is great. 
 
11 Who are they who fear the Lord? * 
        he will teach them the way that they should choose. 
 
12 They shall dwell in prosperity, * 
       and their offspring shall inherit the land. 
 
13 The Lord is a friend to those who fear him * 
       and will show them his covenant. 
 
14 My eyes are ever looking to the Lord, * 
        for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 
   
15 Turn to me and have pity on me, * 
        for I am left alone and in misery. 
 
16 The sorrows of my heart have increased; * 
       bring me out of my troubles. 
 
17 Look upon my adversity and misery * 
       and forgive me all my sin. 
 
18 Look upon my enemies, for they are many, * 
       and they bear a violent hatred against me. 

19 Protect my life and deliver me; * 
       let me not be put to shame, for I have trusted in you. 
 
20 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, * 
       for my hope has been in you. 
 
21 Deliver Israel, O God, * 
        out of all his troubles. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *                                                                                                        
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



 
The first lesson is from Daniel 4:19-27 

19 Then Daniel, who was called Belteshazzar, was severely distressed for a while. 
His thoughts terrified him. The king said, ‘Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or the 
interpretation terrify you.’ Belteshazzar answered, ‘My lord, may the dream be for 
those who hate you, and its interpretation for your enemies! 20The tree that you 
saw, which grew great and strong, so that its top reached to heaven and was visible 
to the end of the whole earth, 21whose foliage was beautiful and its fruit abundant, 
and which provided food for all, under which animals of the field lived, and in 
whose branches the birds of the air had nests— 22it is you, O king! You have 
grown great and strong. Your greatness has increased and reaches to heaven, and 
your sovereignty to the ends of the earth. 23And whereas the king saw a holy 
watcher coming down from heaven and saying, “Cut down the tree and destroy it, 
but leave its stump and roots in the ground, with a band of iron and bronze, in the 
grass of the field; and let him be bathed with the dew of heaven, and let his lot be 
with the animals of the field, until seven times pass over him”— 24this is the 
interpretation, O king, and it is a decree of the Most High that has come upon my 
lord the king: 25You shall be driven away from human society, and your dwelling 
shall be with the wild animals. You shall be made to eat grass like oxen, you shall 
be bathed with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, until you 
have learned that the Most High has sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals, and 
gives it to whom he will. 26As it was commanded to leave the stump and roots of 
the tree, your kingdom shall be re-established for you from the time that you learn 
that Heaven is sovereign. 27Therefore, O king, may my counsel be acceptable to 
you: atone for your sins with righteousness, and your iniquities with mercy to the 
oppressed, so that your prosperity may be prolonged.’  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Please turn to page 86. We’ll say Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah together.  
   

 
The second lesson is from 1 John 3:19-4:6 

19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts 
before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, 
and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we 
obey his commandments and do what pleases him.  



23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  

4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God; for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you 
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
And this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming; 
and now it is already in the world. 4Little children, you are from God, and have 
conquered them; for the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 
world. 5They are from the world; therefore what they say is from the world, and the 
world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us, and 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. From this we know the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Please turn to page 94. We’ll say Canticle 19, The Song of the Redeemed 
together.  
 

 
 
The third lesson is from Luke 4:14-30 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone.  

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written:  
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 
     to let the oppressed go free,  
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’  



20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, ‘Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22All spoke well of him and were 
amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this 
Joseph’s son?’ 23He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 
“Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home town the 
things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’ 24And he said, ‘Truly I tell 
you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town. 25But the truth is, there 
were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for 
three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet 
Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There 
were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them 
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’ 28When they heard this, all in the 
synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led 
him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 
him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.  

The word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God.  
 

Please turn to page 96. We’ll say The Apostles’ Creed together.  

 

 

The Collect of the day                                                                                                                                                                                      
Third Sunday of Easter 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

Please return to the Morning Prayer Bulletin. 

 

 
 

 

 



Tuesday April 20, 2021 
 

Please turn to page 616. We’ll say Psalms 26 and 28 together.  

26    Judica me, Domine 
 
1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, 
   for I have lived with integrity; * 
     I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
 
2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; * 
     examine my heart and my mind. 
 
3 For your love is before my eyes; * 
     I have walked faithfully with you. 
 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, * 
     nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
 
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; * 
     I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, * 
     that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 
7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * 
     and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell * 
     and the place where your glory abides. 
 
9 Do not sweep me away with sinners, * 
     nor my life with those who thirst for blood,  

10 Whose hands are full of evil plots, * 
        and their right hand full of bribes. 
 

11 As for me, I will live with integrity; * 
       redeem me, O Lord, and have pity on me. 
 

12 My foot stands on level ground; * 
        in the full assembly I will bless the Lord. 
  

Please turn to page 619 for Psalm 28.     



28    Ad te, Domine 
 
1 O Lord, I call to you; 
   my Rock, do not be deaf to my cry; * 
       lest, if you do not hear me, 
       I become like those who go down to the Pit. 
 
2 Hear the voice of my prayer when I cry out to you, * 
     when I lift up my hands to your holy of holies. 
 
3 Do not snatch me away with the wicked or with the evildoers, * 
      who speak peaceably with their neighbors, 
       while strife is in their hearts. 
 
4 Repay them according to their deeds, * 
      and according to the wickedness of their actions. 
 
5 According to the work of their hands repay them, * 
      and give them their just deserts. 
 
6 They have no understanding of the Lord's doings, 
   nor of the works of his hands; * 
     therefore he will break them down and not build them up. 
 
7 Blessed is the Lord! * 
      for he has heard the voice of my prayer. 
 
8 The Lord is my strength and my shield; * 
     my heart trusts in him, and I have been helped; 
 
9 Therefore my heart dances for joy, * 
     and in my song will I praise him.  

10 The Lord is the strength of his people, * 
       a safe refuge for his anointed. 
 
11 Save your people and bless your inheritance; * 
       shepherd them and carry them for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *                                                                                                        
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



 
The first lesson is from Daniel 4:28-37 

28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29At the end of twelve months he 
was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30and the king said, ‘Is this 
not magnificent Babylon, which I have built as a royal capital by my mighty power 
and for my glorious majesty?’ 31While the words were still in the king’s mouth, a 
voice came from heaven: ‘O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: The 
kingdom has departed from you! 32You shall be driven away from human society, 
and your dwelling shall be with the animals of the field. You shall be made to eat 
grass like oxen, and seven times shall pass over you, until you have learned that the 
Most High has sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals and gives it to whom he 
will.’ 33Immediately the sentence was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was 
driven away from human society, ate grass like oxen, and his body was bathed 
with the dew of heaven, until his hair grew as long as eagles’ feathers and his nails 
became like birds’ claws.  

34 When that period was over, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and 
my reason returned to me. 
I blessed the Most High, 
   and praised and honored the one who lives for ever. 
For his sovereignty is an everlasting sovereignty, 
   and his kingdom endures from generation to generation.  
35 All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 
   and he does what he wills with the host of heaven 
   and the inhabitants of the earth. 
There is no one who can stay his hand 
   or say to him, ‘What are you doing?’  
36At that time my reason returned to me; and my majesty and splendor were 
restored to me for the glory of my kingdom. My counsellors and my lords sought 
me out, I was re-established over my kingdom, and still more greatness was added 
to me. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, 
for all his works are truth, 
   and his ways are justice; 
and he is able to bring low 
   those who walk in pride.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 90. We’ll say Canticle 13, A Song of Praise together.  



 

The second lesson is from 1 John 4:7-21 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.  
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has 
for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day 
of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 
20Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom 
they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 
God must love their brothers and sisters also.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 93. We’ll say Canticle 18, A Song to the Lamb together.  

 
The third lesson is from Luke 4:31-37 

31 He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching them on the 
sabbath. 32They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with authority. 
33In the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he 
cried out with a loud voice, 34‘Let us alone! What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 
God.’ 35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’ When the 
demon had thrown him down before them, he came out of him without having 
done him any harm. 36They were all amazed and kept saying to one another, ‘What 
kind of utterance is this? For with authority and power he commands the unclean 
spirits, and out they come!’ 37And a report about him began to reach every place in 
the region.  



The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 96. We’ll say The Apostles’ Creed together.  

The Collect of the day                                                                                                                                                                               
Third Sunday of Easter 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

Please return to the Morning Prayer Bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday April 21, 2021 
 

Please turn to page 636. We’ll say Psalm 38 together.  

38    Domine, ne in furore 
 
1 O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger; * 
     do not punish me in your wrath. 
 
2 For your arrows have already pierced me, * 
     and your hand presses hard upon me. 

3 There is no health in my flesh, 
   because of your indignation; * 
     there is no soundness in my body, because of my sin. 
   
4 For my iniquities overwhelm me; * 
     like a heavy burden they are too much for me to bear. 
 
5 My wounds stink and fester * 
      by reason of my foolishness. 
 
6 I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; * 
     I go about in mourning all the day long. 
 
7 My loins are filled with searing pain; * 
      there is no health in my body. 
 
8 I am utterly numb and crushed; * 
     I wail, because of the groaning of my heart. 
 
9 O Lord, you know all my desires, * 
     and my sighing is not hidden from you. 
 
10 My heart is pounding, my strength has failed me, * 
        and the brightness of my eyes is gone from me. 
 
11 My friends and companions draw back from my affliction; * 
        my neighbors stand afar off. 
 
12 Those who seek after my life lay snares for me; * 
       those who strive to hurt me speak of my ruin 
       and plot treachery all the day long. 



 
13 But I am like the deaf who do not hear, * 
       like those who are mute and do not open their mouth. 
 
14 I have become like one who does not hear * 
       and from whose mouth comes no defense. 
 
15 For in you, O Lord, have I fixed my hope; * 
       you will answer me, O Lord my God. 

16 For I said, "Do not let them rejoice at my expense, * 
       those who gloat over me when my foot slips." 
 
17 Truly, I am on the verge of falling, * 
       and my pain is always with me. 
 
18 I will confess my iniquity * 
       and be sorry for my sin. 
 
19 Those who are my enemies without cause are mighty, * 
       and many in number are those who wrongfully hate me. 
 
20 Those who repay evil for good slander me, * 
       because I follow the course that is right. 
 
21 O Lord, do not forsake me; * 
        be not far from me, O my God. 
 
22 Make haste to help me, * 
        O Lord of my salvation. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *                                                                                                        
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
The first lesson is from Daniel 5:1-12 

5 King Belshazzar made a great festival for a thousand of his lords, and he was 
drinking wine in the presence of the thousand.  



2 Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar commanded that they bring in the 
vessels of gold and silver that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the 
temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines 
might drink from them. 3So they brought in the vessels of gold and silver that had 
been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his 
lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4They drank the wine and 
praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.  

5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and began writing on the 
plaster of the wall of the royal palace, next to the lampstand. The king was 
watching the hand as it wrote. 6Then the king’s face turned pale, and his thoughts 
terrified him. His limbs gave way, and his knees knocked together. 7The king cried 
aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the diviners; and the king said 
to the wise men of Babylon, ‘Whoever can read this writing and tell me its 
interpretation shall be clothed in purple, have a chain of gold around his neck, and 
rank third in the kingdom.’ 8Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could 
not read the writing or tell the king the interpretation. 9Then King Belshazzar 
became greatly terrified and his face turned pale, and his lords were perplexed.  

10 The queen, when she heard the discussion of the king and his lords, came into 
the banqueting-hall. The queen said, ‘O king, live for ever! Do not let your 
thoughts terrify you or your face grow pale. 11There is a man in your kingdom who 
is endowed with a spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your father he was found 
to have enlightenment, understanding, and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods. 
Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, 
Chaldeans, and diviners, 12because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and 
understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found 
in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and 
he will give the interpretation.’  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
Please turn to page 87.  We’ll say Canticle 11, The Third Song of Isaiah, together. 
 
 
 



The second lesson is from 1 John 5:1-12 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of 
God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 
the Spirit is the truth. 7There are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the 
blood, and these three agree. 9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God 
is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those 
who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do 
not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God 
has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 92. We’ll say Canticle16, The Song of Zechariah together.  
 
The third lesson is from Luke 4:38-44 

38 After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-
in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about her. 39Then he 
stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately she got up and 
began to serve them.  

40 As the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various kinds 
of diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them and cured 
them. 41Demons also came out of many, shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But 
he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he 
was the Messiah.  

42 At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowds were 
looking for him; and when they reached him, they wanted to prevent him from 
leaving them. 43But he said to them, ‘I must proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this purpose.’ 44So he 
continued proclaiming the message in the synagogues of Judea. 



 The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 96. We’ll say The Apostles’ Creed together.  

The Collect of the day                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Third Sunday of Easter 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

Please return to the Morning Prayer Bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday April 22, 2021 

Please turn to page 633. We’ll say Psalm 37:1-18 together.  

 

37 
 
Part I    Noli æmulari     
 
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 
     do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 
     and like the green grass fade away. 
 
3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; * 
     dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
 
4 Take delight in the Lord, * 
     and he shall give you your heart's desire. 
 
5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, * 
     and he will bring it to pass. 
 
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 
     and your just dealing as the noonday. 
 
7 Be still before the Lord * 
     and wait patiently for him. 
 
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 
     the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 
     do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
 
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 
       but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land. 
 
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 
       you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 
 
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 
       they will delight in abundance of peace. 
 



13 The wicked plot against the righteous * 
       and gnash at them with their teeth. 
 
14 The Lord laughs at the wicked, * 
       because he sees that their day will come. 
 
15 The wicked draw their sword and bend their bow 
     to strike down the poor and needy, * 
       to slaughter those who are upright in their ways. 
 
16 Their sword shall go through their own heart, * 
       and their bow shall be broken. 
 
17 The little that the righteous has * 
       is better than great riches of the wicked. 
 
18 For the power of the wicked shall be broken, * 
       but the Lord upholds the righteous. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *                                                                                                        
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first lesson is from Daniel 5:13-30 

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king said to Daniel, ‘So you 
are Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom my father the king brought from 
Judah? 14I have heard of you that a spirit of the gods is in you, and that 
enlightenment, understanding, and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15Now the 
wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to read this writing and 
tell me its interpretation, but they were not able to give the interpretation of the 
matter. 16But I have heard that you can give interpretations and solve problems. 
Now if you are able to read the writing and tell me its interpretation, you shall be 
clothed in purple, have a chain of gold around your neck, and rank third in the 
kingdom.’  



17 Then Daniel answered in the presence of the king, ‘Let your gifts be for 
yourself, or give your rewards to someone else! Nevertheless, I will read the 
writing to the king and let him know the interpretation. 18O king, the Most High 
God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar kingship, greatness, glory, and majesty. 
19And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and 
languages trembled and feared before him. He killed those he wanted to kill, kept 
alive those he wanted to keep alive, honored those he wanted to honor, and 
degraded those he wanted to degrade. 20But when his heart was lifted up and his 
spirit was hardened so that he acted proudly, he was deposed from his kingly 
throne, and his glory was stripped from him. 21He was driven from human society, 
and his mind was made like that of an animal. His dwelling was with the wild 
asses, he was fed grass like oxen, and his body was bathed with the dew of heaven, 
until he learned that the Most High God has sovereignty over the kingdom of 
mortals, and sets over it whomsoever he will. 22And you, Belshazzar his son, have 
not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this! 23You have exalted 
yourself against the Lord of heaven! The vessels of his temple have been brought 
in before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines have been 
drinking wine from them. You have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, 
iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know; but the God in whose 
power is your very breath, and to whom belong all your ways, you have not 
honored.  

24 ‘So from his presence the hand was sent and this writing was inscribed. 25And 
this is the writing that was inscribed: mene, mene, tekel, and parsin. 26This is the 
interpretation of the matter: mene, God has numbered the days of your kingdom 
and brought it to an end; 27tekel, you have been weighed on the scales and found 
wanting; 28peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.’  

29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed in purple, a chain 
of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made concerning him that 
he should rank third in the kingdom.  

30 That very night Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was killed.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 85. We’ll say Canticle 8, The Song of Moses together.  
 



 
 
The second lesson is from 1 John 5:13-20 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that 
you may know that you have eternal life.  

14 And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything according to 
his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we 
know that we have obtained the requests made of him. 16If you see your brother or 
sister committing what is not a mortal sin, you will ask, and God will give life to 
such a one—to those whose sin is not mortal. There is sin that is mortal; I do not 
say that you should pray about that. 17All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that is 
not mortal.  

18 We know that those who are born of God do not sin, but the one who was born 
of God protects them, and the evil one does not touch them. 19We know that we are 
God’s children, and that the whole world lies under the power of the evil one. 
20And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding so 
that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.  

The word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please turn to page 94. We’ll say Canticle 20, Glory to God, together. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The third lesson is from Luke 5:1-11 

5 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of 
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3He got 
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4When 
he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let 
down your nets for a catch.’ 5Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night 
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ 6When 
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 
break. 7So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man!’ 9For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of 
fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now 
on you will be catching people.’ 11When they had brought their boats to shore, they 
left everything and followed him.  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 96. We’ll say The Apostles’ Creed together.  

 

The Collect of the day                                                                                                                                                                             
Third Sunday of Easter 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

Please return to the Morning Prayer Bulletin. 

 

 

 



 

Friday April 23, 2021 

Please turn to page 738. We’ll say Psalm 105:1-22 together.  

105 
 
Part I    Confitemini Domino 
 
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
     make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
     and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 
3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
     let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 
     continually seek his face. 
 
5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
     his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
     O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 
7 He is the Lord our God; * 
      his judgments prevail in all the world. 
 
8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 
     the promise he made for a thousand generations: 
 
9 The covenant he made with Abraham, * 
     the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
 
10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 
       an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
 
11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan * 
       to be your allotted inheritance." 

12 When they were few in number, * 
        of little account, and sojourners in the land, 



 
13 Wandering from nation to nation * 
        and from one kingdom to another, 
 
14 He let no one oppress them * 
       and rebuked kings for their sake, 
 
15 Saying, "Do not touch my anointed * 
       and do my prophets no harm." 
 
16 Then he called for a famine in the land * 
       and destroyed the supply of bread. 
 
17 He sent a man before them, * 
       Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
 
18 They bruised his feet in fetters; * 
       his neck they put in an iron collar. 
 
19 Until his prediction came to pass, * 
       the word of the Lord tested him. 
 
20 The king sent and released him; * 
       the ruler of the peoples set him free. 
 
21 He set him as a master over his household, * 
       as a ruler over all his possessions, 
 
22 To instruct his princes according to his will * 
       and to teach his elders wisdom. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *                                                                                                        
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The first lesson is from Daniel 6:1-15 

6 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, 
stationed throughout the whole kingdom, 2and over them three presidents, 
including Daniel; to these the satraps gave account, so that the king might suffer no 
loss. 3Soon Daniel distinguished himself above all the other presidents and satraps 
because an excellent spirit was in him, and the king planned to appoint him over 
the whole kingdom. 4So the presidents and the satraps tried to find grounds for 
complaint against Daniel in connection with the kingdom.  



But they could find no grounds for complaint or any corruption, because he was 
faithful, and no negligence or corruption could be found in him. 5The men said, 
‘We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in 
connection with the law of his God.’  

6 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, 
‘O King Darius, live for ever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and 
the satraps, the counsellors and the governors, are agreed that the king should 
establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, 
divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den 
of lions. 8Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it 
cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which 
cannot be revoked.’ 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict.  

10 Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to 
his house, which had windows in its upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to 
get down on his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as 
he had done previously. 11The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and 
seeking mercy before his God. 12Then they approached the king and said 
concerning the interdict, ‘O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone who 
prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be 
thrown into a den of lions?’ The king answered, ‘The thing stands fast, according 
to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.’ 13Then they 
responded to the king, ‘Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to 
you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three 
times a day.’  

14 When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was 
determined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to 
rescue him. 15Then the conspirators came to the king and said to him, ‘Know, 
O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that 
the king establishes can be changed.’  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Please turn to page 86.  
We’ll say Canticle 10, The Second Song of Isaiah, together. 



 

 
 
The second lesson is from 2 John 1-13 

1 The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth, and not 
only I but also all who know the truth, 2because of the truth that abides in us and 
will be with us for ever:  

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus 
Christ, the Father’s Son, in truth and love.  

4 I was overjoyed to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we 
have been commanded by the Father. 5But now, dear lady, I ask you, not as though 
I were writing you a new commandment, but one we have had from the beginning, 
let us love one another. 6And this is love, that we walk according to his 
commandments; this is the commandment just as you have heard it from the 
beginning—you must walk in it.  

7 Many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh; any such person is the deceiver and the 
antichrist! 8Be on your guard, so that you do not lose what we have worked for, but 
may receive a full reward. 9Everyone who does not abide in the teaching of Christ, 
but goes beyond it, does not have God; whoever abides in the teaching has both the 
Father and the Son. 10Do not receive into the house or welcome anyone who comes 
to you and does not bring this teaching; 11for to welcome is to participate in the evil 
deeds of such a person.  

12 Although I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink; 
instead I hope to come to you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be 
complete.  

13 The children of your elect sister send you their greetings. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Please turn to page 93. We’ll say Canticle 18, A Song to the Lamb together.  
 



 
The third lesson is from Luke 5:12-26 

12 Once, when he was in one of the cities, there was a man covered with leprosy. 
When he saw Jesus, he bowed with his face to the ground and begged him, ‘Lord, 
if you choose, you can make me clean.’ 13Then Jesus stretched out his hand, 
touched him, and said, ‘I do choose. Be made clean.’ Immediately the leprosy left 
him. 14And he ordered him to tell no one. ‘Go’, he said, ‘and show yourself to the 
priest, and, as Moses commanded, make an offering for your cleansing, for a 
testimony to them.’ 15But now more than ever the word about Jesus spread abroad; 
many crowds would gather to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. 16But he 
would withdraw to deserted places and pray.  

17 One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting 
nearby (they had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from 
Jerusalem); and the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 18Just then some men 
came, carrying a paralysed man on a bed. They were trying to bring him in and lay 
him before Jesus; 19but finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they 
went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the middle 
of the crowd in front of Jesus. 20When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins 
are forgiven you.’ 21Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, ‘Who is 
this who is speaking blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ 22When 
Jesus perceived their questionings, he answered them, ‘Why do you raise such 
questions in your hearts? 23Which is easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven you”, or 
to say, “Stand up and walk”? 24But so that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the one who was paralysed—‘I say 
to you, stand up and take your bed and go to your home.’ 25Immediately he stood 
up before them, took what he had been lying on, and went to his home, glorifying 
God. 26Amazement seized all of them, and they glorified God and were filled with 
awe, saying, ‘We have seen strange things today.’  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Please turn to page 96. We’ll say The Apostles’ Creed together.  

The Collect of the day                                                                                                                                                                               
Third Sunday of Easter 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 


